
2022 GENERAL SURVEY

YOUR NAME: _Joe Boykin____________________

OFFICE YOU SEEK: __Charleston County Council District 8__

PARTY (if applicable): __Republican______________

WEBSITE: ___boykin4council.com________

2022 questions (limited to 100 words per question)

1. Why are you running and what do you expect to accomplish if elected? The
constituents of District 8 deserve a representative that will be accessible,
responsive and fully committed to the issues that directly affect their safety,
welfare and livability. I will push for the completion of local transportation projects
that have been unnecessarily delayed over concerns about the fate of the I-526
extension. I will fight for the codification and permanency of the Urban Growth
Boundary and the protection of our rural greenspace. I will strive to provide relief
of the heavy burden of property taxes on our homes.

2. What distinguishes your candidacy and are your three top priorities? My
candidacy is distinguished by its broad support that transcends racial and

partisan lines because it is a campaign of inclusion and unity. My top three
priorities are Traffic Congestion, Growth Management and Transparency.

3. Tell us something nice or positive about your general election opponent. My
opponent has served on county council for twelve years and has performed at  the

best of her ability. I appreciate her willingness to have served in public office.

4. Describe how the impact of climate change in the Charleston area would affect
your work if elected. The impacts of climate change are especially felt in our
coastal community with the effects of sea level rise and flooding, which are only
exacerbated by more frequent and more intense hurricanes. If elected I would
pursue best practices in establishing resilience by supporting ordinances that
would: 1) stop building in low lying areas, 2) prevent the damming natural flood
plains, 3) prohibit fill-and build subdivisions and 4) protect our maritime forests,
estuaries and coastal woodlands.

5. Pick an issue you believe has not been adequately addressed by local
government. Describe solutions you will pursue if elected. Tying infrastructure



funding with development. I would pursue the adoption of an Adequate Public
Facilities Ordinance (APFO) for Charleston County, which would assess
developers for the costs of the required infrastructure improvements that
stemmed from their planned development. These improvements would be
completed concurrently with the build out of the development. The funds paid by
the developer would be bonded and held in trust to assure they were spent only
for that particular project.

6. How will you lead to reduce gun violence in South Carolina? Give specific steps,
strategies or proposals. Being a former Charleston County Deputy Sheriff and a
retired ATF Special Agent, I have spent twenty-seven years on the front lines of
the fight to reduce gun violence in our communities. I have led Federal task
forces, performed undercover assignments and performed outreach in school
classrooms in an effort to reduce gun violence in our nation. I will continue this
fight on county council by supporting Sheriff Graziano with the funding she needs
to hire additional personnel and purchase any equipment needed to interdict
illegal firearms and perform outreach programs.

7. Do you pledge to work with other elected members to move forward
collaboratively and to reduce partisanized bickering? If so, how will you
accomplish this? Yes I do. I am a republican who is both a moderate and a
centrist. I have always valued people over partisanship. This was evidenced in
my past campaign when I was honored to have had the late Abe Jenkins, Jr. , a
lifelong democrat, as my campaign manager. I have worked very hard to earn
the trust and support of people from all political parties as mine is a campaign of
inclusion and I believe that local government elections should be nonpartisan
affairs. I believe there is much more that unites than divides us and in the end
we are there to serve the people we represent. This only happens if we
collaborate, compromise and work together.

8. Please give a 150-word summary of your background. I am a native born South
Carolinian and a member of the Boykin family that created the Boykin Spaniel,
which happens to be our State Dog. I was raised both in Camden and on Edisto
Island, and have always been a Lowcountry child at heart. I am a USC graduate
and spent my career in law enforcement, which both began and ended in the
Lowcountry. I am a retired ATF Special Agent and presently serve as vice chair
on the Charleston County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) and also serve as the
Vice President of The Progressive Club of Johns Island, a nonprofit organization
founded in 1948 by Esau Jenkins, who was one of the Lowcountry’s great civil
rights leaders. I am married to Lisa Minshew and we have three adult children.
Lisa and I reside with our Boykin Spaniel named “Jigger” on an old family farm on
Johns Island.


