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2022 General Election questions (limited to 100 words per question)

1. Why are you running, and what do you expect to accomplish if elected?

I am running because I think it is time for a new voice in Columbia. When I became a public school

teacher, I did so because I wanted to make a difference in the lives of my students, but I could help all

students from across the state as a member of the SC House of Representatives. We need to fix our

school system because we should be tired of thanking God for Mississippi since they keep us from the

bottom in Education. It is time to send a teacher to Columbia to get our education system in shape.

2. What distinguishes your candidacy, and are your three top priorities?

My candidacy is unique because of my background and my promise to my constituency. I promise to hold

monthly public meetings with constituents so that I can keep connected with them and be a true

representative of the people. My top three priorities are:

1. Education reform to improve our school system.

2. Tax reform to make our state more competitive for new business investments.

3. Judicial reform to update our antiquated system that gives lawyer-legislators an unfair

advantage in the courtroom. We must allow the people to elect judges instead of the legislature.

3. Tell us something nice or positive about your opponent.



My opponent has served our community faithfully for decades at different levels of government. Even

people that disagree with him politically count him as a friend and admire him. I wish he would have

won the runoff for Mayor in 2015 because he would have been a great Mayor for Charleston. Although

there will be a winner, I prefer to think we are both running for SC 119 and not running against each

other.

4. Describe how the impact of climate change in the Charleston area would affect

your work if elected.

The number one issue of climate change in Charleston is flooding and drainage. There is only so much

South Carolina can do with this global issue, but there are ways to encourage us to become “greener.”

We should continue to offer a tax credit for green incentives like solar panels. We also must mitigate the

impacts we might face from climate change by ensuring smart growth that is not filling our wetlands and

causing our flooding problems to be worse.

5. Pick an issue you believe has not been adequately addressed by local government. Describe solutions

you will pursue if elected.

The issue that is not being addressed by our local government adequately is traffic. We need to give

control of state roads that do not cross county lines back to the individual counties and the funds to

maintain them. The more local your government, the more you can hold it accountable. We also must

ensure that lights are synced to allow for better traffic flow. Johns Island is a part of my district, and the

traffic there is worse than in many other places in Charleston (which is saying something). I will make

sure that Johns Island is not forgotten.

6. How will you lead to reduce gun violence in South Carolina? Give specific steps,

strategies or proposals.

We must make sure that the current gun laws that are in place are enforced and loopholes closed. Once

that is done, we must ensure that those who break these gun laws are held accountable for their actions

with harsh penalties. We also need to invest in mental health counseling for those in need.



7. Do you pledge to work with other elected members to move forward

collaboratively and to reduce partialized bickering? If so, how will you

accomplish this?

If a policy is good for South Carolina and District 119, I do not care what party originated the bill or who

else is supporting it. I will purposely go to Democratic colleagues and build relationships because there is

more that unites us than divides us. There are great ideas on both sides of the aisle. When politicians

only listen to those in their party, everyone loses.

8. Please give a 150-word summary of your background.

I am a native of Johns Island, where my family has owned Fipps and Sons Garage since the 1950s. I

graduated from James Island Charter High School in 2009 and then from Charleston Southern University

in 2013 with a degree in History. After Graduation, I worked in politics for a short time before returning

to CSU as an enrollment counselor. In 2016 I married my wonderful wife, and we moved to West Ashley. I

decided to become a teacher because I wanted to share my love of History with others. While working at

West Ashley Middle, I fought for the merger of the two local middle schools to ensure that all students

got the same opportunities throughout West Ashley. After five years of teaching in West Ashley’s middle

schools, I decided to move up and am now teaching Government and Economics at West Ashey High

while also running for office.


