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2022 school board candidate questions (limited to 100 words per question)

1. Why are you running and what do you expect to accomplish if elected?

I am running for the Charleston County School Board of Trustees because I
believe there in a need for change in the way that our educational system
operates here in Charleston County. I am concerned for the safety or our
schools, the educational performance of our students (and the lack thereof), the
suspension rate of black students, the relationship between teachers and the
school board, the relationship between the school board and constituents. I wish
to be a part of the changes that the new board will make to address these and
other specific concerns for the wellbeing of our schools and all of our students.

2. Tell us something nice or positive about your opponent or opponents.

I have not meet any of the other candidates, but I am certain that all of our
candidates have the best interest for our students and schools. We may not all
agree on how to get there, but I think that we are all concerned about educating
our students in a safe environment.

3. What specifically can the school board do to improve student outcomes,
particularly in underperforming schools?

I think it is critical that a school board examine its structure from preschool to 12th

grade. There should be enough data available for the board to have an idea of
where the problem lies. Students do not begin to underperform when they are in
5th grade, or middle school or high school. The performance evaluation should be
conducted very early to catch the underlying problems of learning. When we
understand what a student needs are, we can help to affect a better educational



outcome. However, if we are dealing with the situation in the later years of
education, then we should somehow try to find ways to help our students
advance academically through special programs. Everyone doesn’t learn the
same, and therefore must be taught differently.

4. Why does Charleston County still need constituent school boards or is it time to
retire them?

I have served on Constituent Board 1 for two years. And I can say from my
experience, yes, we do still need Constituent School Boards. These boards are
necessary to hear the concerns of parents, teachers, and community. They place
a role is keep the School Board of Trustees accountable to the constituents of
their respective districts.

5. Should the Charleston County school superintendent have more power, less
power or the same as now, and why?

The superintendent has a great responsibility for the success of the educational
program, budgeting, building relationships, providing a safe environment for our
children to learn, communicating, and the list goes on. It is not a matter of having
more, less or the same amount of power. It is a matter of having leadership ability
to work within the confines or scopes developed for the success of educating our
students. A good superintendent has the power to lead our educators, students,
parents, and community by building trust and showing compassion for the work
that is put in their hands to do. That’s all the power he or she needs.

6. The next school board will be entrusted to pick a new school superintendent.
Name three non-negotiable qualifications of a new superintendent and any
constraints on the superintendent.

Great leadership, meaningful and honest communication, and building positive
relationships between faculty, students, parents, and communities are just three
qualities that I will expect from our new superintendent. The constraints will be
not showing equalization for all schools regardless of zip code.

7. What metrics should be used to evaluate the superintendent and each school
board member? How often should they be evaluated?

I think an annual evaluation should be conducted on superintendent and school
board of trustees. There should be a set of goals and expectations that should be
met each year and the evaluation will be used to determine shortfalls and
successes of those goals and expectations. The exact metrics for these
evaluation will require some research to determine the best outcome.



8. Many Charleston County voters don’t have a lot of trust for the school board.
They’ve seen sniping and hours-long meetings.  How specifically will you build an
environment of trust for a new group of people who never have worked together?

Having a new group of people that have not work together before will be
interesting. Interesting in such a way that we will be able to learn together from
our experiences and grow together in our newfound responsibility of education
success for Charleston County Schools. I work well with others, I am a good
listener, I like learning, and I want to be a successful school board trustee.

9. Please give a 150-word summary of your background.

My name is Etha Jean Milligan. I go by Ej. I was raised in Awendaw and attended
Porcher Elementary School in Awendaw and graduated from Lincoln High School in
McClellanville, SC. My brothers and sisters, and my sons have attended and graduated
from the same schools.

I was elected to the Charleston County School District Constituent Board 1 in the year
2020. I have learned firsthand of some of the issues impacting our schools. I want to
make a difference.

As a pastor of 21 years, a hospice chaplain of 14 years, and worked for the Mount
Pleasant Police Department 10 years, I have a compassion to serve others and care
deeply about the welfare of our educational system and the quality of our children’s
education.

I believe that the Charleston County School Board of Trustees can be better.

I want to serve. I am the voice of the unheard.

YES OR NO QUESTIONS ONLY

10.Will you disclose all contributions to your campaign in a timely manner before the
election?

_X___YES ____ NO

11. Will you recuse yourself from decisions where there might be an appearance of a
conflict of interest?

__X__YES ____ NO


