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2022 General Election questions (limited to 100 words per question)

1. Why are you running and what do you expect to accomplish if elected?

It’s time for new leadership at the Probate Court. I am running to serve as that new
leader: a qualified, experienced, and compassionate jurist who will make the Probate
Court more accessible and responsive to all. To help residents better understand the
Probate Court’s work and impact, I will modernize educational offerings on estate
planning, heirs’ property, and other crucial issues. I will make educational sessions and
other court services available during evenings, weekends and online, promote language
accessibility by translating informational resources and other Court-related documents,
and take the Court’s services directly to rural areas and underserved communities.

2. What distinguishes your candidacy and are your three top priorities?

As Associate Probate Judge for the last 22 years, I am uniquely qualified to serve. I
have presided over complex litigation before all Probate Court divisions. I am an expert
in Probate Law: a former president of the National College of Probate Judges,
participated S.C. Probate Code revisions, and was among the drafters of National
Center for State Courts model standards revisions. My top priorities are: (1) educate
property owners & help families discern property ownership; (2) prioritize Probate Court
accessibility; and (3) adopt the latest best practices in mental health, substance misuse,
and elder fraud and abuse matters.

3. Tell us something nice or positive about your opponent.

My opponent is a dedicated husband and father and goes far to support his son in golf,
basketball, and other athletic endeavors.

4. Describe how the impact of climate change in the Charleston area would
affect your work if elected.

http://www.curryforprobate.com


Climate change has made it more difficult to access court services in Downtown
Charleston due to increased flooding and street closures. It also complicates staff’s
ability to safely commute to and from work. These challenges are a major reason why I
intend to make educational sessions and other court services available not only
downtown but throughout the county.

5. Pick an issue you believe has not been adequately addressed by local
government. Describe solutions you will pursue if elected.

Charleston County is over 90 miles long. Steps must be taken so that residents do not
have to travel great distances to access critical services. I will partner with other officials
and reprogram the Probate Court’s budget toward expanded offerings at various service
locations, if even on a rotating basis.

6. How will you lead to reduce gun violence in South Carolina?  Give specific
steps, strategies or proposals.

I helped start the first Mental Health Court in South Carolina and offer expertise on
compassionate responses at the intersections of disinvestment, crime, and mental
health. Unfortunately, under current leadership the Mental Health and Drug Courts have
not adopted the latest best practices in supporting those whose violent pursuits are
rooted in their struggles. In addition to consulting experts in adopting the latest in best
practices, I will partner with those on the front lines of efforts to eradicate gun violence
to make sure the Probate Court is informed by their expertise and experiences.

7. Do you pledge to work with other elected members to move forward
collaboratively and to reduce partisanized bickering? If so, how will you
accomplish this?

Yes. As a sitting judge I am required to be non-partisan except to campaign for Probate
Judge. Although I am a proud lifelong Democrat, I believe Probate Judge should be a
non-partisan office, and - as a step to reduce partisan bickering - I encourage the
legislature to take such action.

8. Please give a 150-word summary of your background.

Tamara Curry was born and raised in Charleston. Her commitment to serving the
community has been the guiding star of her service as an attorney for over 30 years,
and as Associate Probate Judge for the last 22 years.

Tamara helped start the first Mental Health Court in South Carolina and had presided
over both Adult and Juvenile Drug Courts as well as Veterans Court. She has been
tireless in outreach, traveling from McClellanville to Edisto, and from the Peninsular
Charleston to Lincolnville, educating the public about the Probate Court and its impact
on all families.



In 2017, Tamara was inducted as the president of the National College of Probate
Judges. She was the first African American to lead the College.


